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What Is the US Constitution

Name / chosen name:

Use after the activity. Open responses can differ; accept drawings, spoken responses and
supported writing.

Ideas supported by the text

The US Constitution sets out the structure and powers of the federal government. It was signed in
1787 and took effect through state ratification. It has been changed by amendments.

The federal government has legislative, executive and judicial branches. Their powers are divided,
with checks on one another. State governments also have important powers. This is the US
system, not the Australian system.

Sources: National Archives — US Constitution
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https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/constitution-transcript
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US Three Branches Matching

Name / chosen name:

Use after the activity. Open responses can differ; accept drawings, spoken responses and
supported writing.

1. Congress — C. Makes federal laws
2. President and executive branch — A. Carries out federal laws
3. Federal courts — B. Interpret and apply federal law in cases
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Checks and Balances Connections

Name / chosen name:

Use after the activity. Open responses can differ; accept drawings, spoken responses and
supported writing.

1. President — C. Can veto a bill passed by Congress

2. Congress — D. Can override a veto with two-thirds in each House

3. Senate — B. Considers confirmation of many presidential appointments

4. Federal courts — A. Can review whether government actions fit the Constitution
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Bill of Rights Scenarios

Name / chosen name:

Use after the activity. Open responses can differ; accept drawings, spoken responses and
supported writing.

1. Speech / press — First Amendment

2. Religion — First Amendment

3. Fair criminal trial — Sixth Amendment

4. Protection from unreasonable searches — Fourth Amendment

[These introduce concepts, not legal determinations about real situations. j
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Constitutional Convention Timeline

Name / chosen name:

Use after the activity. Open responses can differ; accept drawings, spoken responses and
supported writing.

1. 1787: Delegates meet in Philadelphia; the Constitution is signed on 17 September.

2. 1788: The ninth state ratifies, meeting the requirement for the Constitution to take effect.
3. 1789: The new federal government begins operating.

4. 1791: The first ten amendments, the Bill of Rights, are ratified.

Check distinctions in the student source notes; do not treat an ongoing period as a single
event.
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Preamble Ideas

Name / chosen name:

Use after the activity. Open responses can differ; accept drawings, spoken responses and
supported writing.

Ideas supported by the text

The Preamble is the introduction to the US Constitution. It describes purposes such as justice,
domestic peace, common defense, general welfare and liberty. It is not a list of every detailed
government power.

Discuss these ideas in your own words. How could a group make fair rules and resolve

disagreements? A classroom example is a learning model, not a legal interpretation of
constitutional rights.

Sources: National Archives — US Constitution
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What Is an Amendment

Name / chosen name:

Use after the activity. Open responses can differ; accept drawings, spoken responses and
supported writing.

Ideas supported by the text

An amendment is a change or addition to the Constitution. Article V sets out ways to propose and
ratify amendments. It is harder than passing an ordinary federal law.

The Bill of Rights is the first ten amendments, ratified in 1791. Amendments have also changed
rules about slavery, voting and other important matters. Research a specific amendment in the
National Archives rather than guessing its meaning.

Sources: National Archives — US Constitution - National Archives — Bill of Rights
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https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/bill-of-rights-transcript
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US Civics Word Search

Name / chosen name:

Use after the activity. Open responses can differ; accept drawings, spoken responses and
supported writing.

Verified word locations

Z C S F X JQVNRETADBED
ETATSXRZTOJWATLND
RYB 1 vCSNZSGGDNG GRS
vVCcM2zZMTHOMPAOIXMUHTZC
oOoXvvDDPI AB I HKZPJN
T J TFOAGT SNIZPZ K S U
P ANYNMMSUWUC CHUPFJSY
R X I UPETTUTI KT CPZERB
EV ZMENAI TS QORNRDO
S OKOZDVTMXZC CUECGK
| T HNSMRSTIKTRALNP
DETNTIEWNNDYTWM/ZO K
E B QQHNCOCOIKNDSBMZC B
N CDXGTULOCTUDUNLMN S
Ty dJ 2Z 1 QX L CSCSEATETC
T A Z XRXOI SDAJWZCXJ
{CONSTITUTION - CONGRESS - PRESIDENT - COURTS - RIGHTS - AMENDMENT - }
PREAMBLE - LAW - VOTE - DEBATE - STATE - UNION
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US Civics Quiz

Name / chosen name:

Use after the activity. Open responses can differ; accept drawings, spoken responses and
supported writing.

1. Congress / legislative branch

2. President and executive branch

3. Federal courts / judicial branch

4. A change or addition to the Constitution

5. The first ten amendments, ratified in 1791

6. For example: presidential veto; congressional override; Senate confirmation; judicial review.

AfterSchoolCarePrintables.com A4 - ANSWERS / EDUCATOR NOTES



GRADES 2-3 - ANSWERS / EDUCATOR NOTES

Design a Fair Group Constitution

Name / chosen name:

Use after the activity. Open responses can differ; accept drawings, spoken responses and
supported writing.

What to look for

A response that follows the instructions, communicates an idea and uses a reason or source
where requested. Original creative work and different preferences are welcome. Do not grade
personal identity, family details or access needs.

Offer a smaller first step, an adult reading prompts, pointing, a scribe or a partner. For an
extension, ask the learner to explain a choice or improve an idea using evidence.
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