
GRADES 2–3

Black History Across Many Fields
Name / chosen name: ____________________

Black history is part of American history throughout the year. It includes families, communities,
work, science, literature, sport and efforts to challenge slavery and racial discrimination. One
biography cannot represent all Black people or experiences.

Use reliable records to ask what happened, when it happened and how people worked together.
An achievement may involve changing knowledge, sharing skills or helping a community—not
only being the first person to do something. Notice people and groups whose work is less often
discussed.

1. Name three fields you can investigate.

2. Why is one person’s biography only part of the story?

3. What source would help answer your next question?

Sources: Library of Congress and partner institutions — African American History Month
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GRADES 2–3

Harriet Tubman History Card
Name / chosen name: ____________________

Harriet Tubman · about 1822–1913
Freedom and community

Harriet Tubman was born enslaved in Maryland. Slavery meant people were treated as property
and denied freedom. She escaped in 1849 and returned to help other enslaved people reach
freedom. She worked with a network often called the Underground Railroad; it was not a railway.
Her work involved courage, planning and cooperation. She later served during the Civil War and
supported people in her community. Learning her history also means learning about the people
and networks who worked together against slavery.

1. What is one achievement described in the text?

2. Which detail supports your answer?

3. How does this contribution connect to a wider community or field?

Source: https://www.nps.gov/people/harriet-tubman.htm
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GRADES 4–5

Frederick Douglass Writer and Speaker
Name / chosen name: ____________________

Frederick Douglass · 1818–1895
Writing, speaking and civil rights

Frederick Douglass was born enslaved in Maryland and escaped in 1838. He became a writer,
speaker and campaigner against slavery. In 1845 he published an account of his life. He also
founded the newspaper The North Star in 1847. Through writing and speeches he challenged
slavery and argued for equal rights. His achievements depended on his work and on relationships
with other people seeking change. This card uses original summary wording and does not invent a
quotation.

1. What is one achievement described in the text?

2. Which detail supports your answer?

3. How does this contribution connect to a wider community or field?

Source: https://www.nps.gov/frdo/learn/kidsyouth/chronology.htm
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GRADES 2–3

George Washington Carver Agricultural
Science
Name / chosen name: ____________________

George Washington Carver · about 1864–1943
Agricultural science and education

George Washington Carver was an agricultural scientist and educator at Tuskegee Institute. He
studied crops and ways to care for soil. He taught farmers about crop rotation: changing crops
grown on land over time. He also investigated uses for crops such as peanuts and sweet
potatoes. His work was wider than one invention. He shared practical knowledge through teaching
and outreach, including a traveling demonstration wagon. A scientist’s contribution can include
research, education and helping communities use evidence.

1. What is one achievement described in the text?

2. Which detail supports your answer?

3. How does this contribution connect to a wider community or field?

Source: https://www.nps.gov/tuin/learn/historyculture/george-washington-carver.htm
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GRADES 2–3

Katherine Johnson Mathematics
Name / chosen name: ____________________

Katherine Johnson · 1918–2020
Mathematics and spaceflight

Katherine Johnson was a mathematician whose work helped NASA plan space missions. She
calculated flight paths and checked complex numbers. Before John Glenn’s 1962 orbital flight, she
checked calculations produced by electronic computers. Her work also supported other major
space missions. Johnson worked in a period when racial and gender barriers limited opportunities.
Her story is about mathematical skill, careful checking and teamwork, as well as the effort needed
to work through unfair barriers.

1. What is one achievement described in the text?

2. Which detail supports your answer?

3. How does this contribution connect to a wider community or field?

Source: https://www.nasa.gov/people-of-nasa/katherine-g-johnson/
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