GRADES 4-5 - ANSWERS / EDUCATOR NOTES

What Is an Amendment

Name / chosen name:

Use after the activity. Open responses can differ; accept drawings, spoken responses and supported
writing.

Ideas supported by the text

An amendment is a change or addition to the Constitution. Article V sets out ways to propose and
ratify amendments. It is harder than passing an ordinary federal law.

The Bill of Rights is the first ten amendments, ratified in 1791. Amendments have also changed rules
about slavery, voting and other important matters. Research a specific amendment in the National
Archives rather than guessing its meaning.

Sources: National Archives — US Constitution - National Archives — Bill of Rights
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https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/constitution-transcript
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/bill-of-rights-transcript

