K-5 - ANSWERS / EDUCATOR NOTES

Surface Tension Investigation

Name / chosen name:

Use after the activity. Open responses can differ; accept drawings, spoken responses and supported
writing.

Educator guidance

Water molecules attract one another, creating surface tension. A carefully placed small object can be
supported at the surface. Detergent lowers surface tension; results depend on placement.

Adult supervision. Keep the clip and detergent away from mouths and eyes. Wash hands after the
activity and wipe spills.

Predictions need not be correct. Observations must describe the actual test. Repeat or compare only
when equipment and supervision are suitable.
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