
GRADES 2–3

Moon Phases Learning
Name / chosen name: ____________________

The Moon reflects sunlight. As it orbits Earth, we see different amounts of its sunlit half. These four
markers repeat in a cycle of about 29.5 days.

New Moon First quarter Full Moon Third quarter

White shows the sunlit part; dark shows the part not lit by the Sun. Schematic northern-
hemisphere orientation: apparent orientation varies by location and viewpoint. Ordinary phases
are not caused by Earth’s shadow.

1. At which marker do we see a fully lit disk?

2. Why is the Moon not making its own light?

3. Why can the Moon look different during a month?

Source: NASA — Moon phases

Source: NASA — Moon questions
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