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CAN THE REFERENDUM PASS?

Name: Date:

A constitutional referendum generally needs both requirements below.
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1. NATIONAL MAJORITY 2. MAJORITY OF STATES
More than half of voters nationally vote YES. A YES majority in at least four of six states.
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Six states:
NSW - VIC - QLD - SA- WA - TAS
ACT and NT: national count
Fictional classroom result
NSW VIC QLD
YES YES YES
SA WA TAS
YES NO NO
'd N\
National: 54% YES
YES states: /6
National majority? State majority?
Circle: PASS / NOT PASS
e A
Territory votes count in the national total, not as states. A state is YES only when more than
half its voters vote YES. Some section 128 changes also need approval in each affected state;
these general examples do not involve that extra rule.
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Explain why a national majority alone is not enough.
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