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ANSWERS — FEDERATION TIMELINE
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Educator key
1. Card C: Before the 1890s — Six British colonies govern separately.

2. Card F: 1890 — Delegates discuss Federation at a conference in Melbourne.

3. Card E: 1891 and 1897–1898 — Conventions develop and debate a draft federal Constitution.

4. Card A: 1898–1900 — Colonial referendums take place; the British Parliament passes the
Constitution Act in 1900.

5. Card B: 1 January 1901 — The Commonwealth of Australia is established; the colonies become
states.

6. Card D: 9 May 1901 — The first federal Parliament opens in Melbourne.

States kept governments and law-making powers. The chronology uses broad stages;
conventions and colonial votes overlapped.
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