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HOW CAN AUSTRALIA CHANGE ITS
CONSTITUTION?
Name: __________________________   Date: ______________

A proposed alteration follows section 128 of the Constitution. Voters decide at a referendum under
that process.

PROPOSED CHANGE

↓

PARLIAMENTARY PROCESS

↓

REFERENDUM

↓

AUSTRALIANS VOTE

↓

DOUBLE-MAJORITY TEST

↓

CHANGE PASSES OR DOES NOT PASS

Number these 1–6: ____ Australians vote; ____ proposed change; ____ referendum; ____
outcome; ____ parliamentary process; ____ double-majority test.

Introductory pathway: Parliament normally passes the proposal through both Houses; section
128 also provides a special one-House pathway. A successful alteration proceeds to Royal
Assent. These stages do not cover every procedural detail.
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