
AUSTRALIAN CIVICS ·  YEARS 5–6

Run a Mini Preferential Election — Answers
Name: __________________________   Date: ______________

Absolute majority: 11 or more of 20 votes.

Animal First Transfer 1 New total Transfer 2 Final

Koala 7 +1 8 0 8

Wombat 6 +2 8 +4 12

Platypus 4 0 4 -4 0

Kangaroo 3 -3 0 0 0

Total 20 0 20 0 20

First exclusion: Kangaroo. Ballots 3, 9, 12 move: ballot 3 to Koala; ballots 9 and 12 to Wombat.

Second exclusion: Platypus. Ballots 1, 7, 15, 19 all move to Wombat.

Winner: Wombat — 12 votes
Koala finishes with 8. All 20 ballots are still counted once. Wombat reaches an absolute
majority; having the most first preferences alone is not enough.

Final ballot audit
Koala: 3, 5, 6, 10, 16, 17, 18, 20.

Wombat: 1, 2, 4, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 19.

Fictional classroom activity using a simplified House-style preferential count. It is not a Senate
count. For a real election, follow current AEC instructions.
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