AUSTRALIAN CIVICS - YEARS 4-6

FROM IDEA TO LAW

Name:

Follow this successful example of a federal bill becoming an Act.

Date:
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1 An idea
People suggest a change.
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2 A bill is written
The proposal is written as a bill.
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3 Parliament considers the bill
The bill is introduced for consideration.
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4 House of Representatives
Members debate and vote.
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5 Senate
Senators debate and vote.
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6 Both Houses agree
They agree to exactly the same bill.
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- Royal Assent
The Governor-General signs the bill.
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8 It becomes an Act — a law
The Act starts on its commencement date.
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This is a simplified version of the usual federal law-making process. Bills can be amended and

considered through additional parliamentary stages.
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This example starts in the House of Representatives. Many bills can start in either House;
some financial bills must start in the House. A bill may also be rejected. An Act begins
operating on its commencement date.
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